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2023
IMPACT REPORT

Starfire Sports (Starfire) recently celebrated twenty years of delivering children’s programming designed
to empower, provide access to educational opportunities, and build a more inclusive community in the
neighborhoods of South King County.

At Starfire, our goal is that South Seattle and King County become a thriving community that ensures
equitable opportunities and access for all. We believe that we can help achieve this goal if we deliver
inclusive STEM (science, technology, and math) classes, introduce additional educational and health
initiatives, and provide access to soccer in world-class facilities for children of all socioeconomic
backgrounds. Our goal is to create programs that inspire, encourage, and empower youth and families in
our South King County community.



ABOUT
STARFIRE

Co-founders Chris Slatt, Steve Beck and Mark Bickham
launched Starfire Sports, now commonly known

as Starfire, in 2003. They were struck by the idea of
combining inclusiveness with access to world-class
facilities: a place where everyone in the community
could participate, regardless of race, religion, gender,
social background or ability level; where kids could
learn valuable lessons in teamwork, honesty, integrity
and in fulfilling their own potential; and where they
would be encouraged to put maximum effort and
commitment into their education and their family life.

Chris, Steve, and Mark partnered with King County
and the City of Tukwila to re-purpose a park that was
designated for closure. The park became what is now
known as Starfire, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit with a campus
that is known throughout the Northwest as being
“world class”.
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Starfire actively builds and leverages partnerships with other organizations dedicated to enriching the lives
of South King County’s children and their families. With the help of our partners, we will continue to expand
our reach and program offerings to impact as many families as possible.



OUR

PROGRAMS

For over 20 years we have delivered accessible
programming in South King County. Today, Starfire
Academy empowers youth with the life skills they
need to support their development as tomorrow’s
leaders and inspires a passion for sports.

King County’s poverty rate is approximately 9.3%
while the poverty rate in the cities south of Seattle
that are served by Starfire is over 23%. Every day
we work hard to provide equitable access to our
world-class facilities and to inspire, encourage, and
empower youth through participation in sports.
At Starfire Academy our youth soccer and STEM
classes serve students of all skill levels and from all
backgrounds, regardless of their ability to pay. Our
aim is to get every child that comes to Starfire to
dream big, reach for the stars, and feel empowered
to reach their goals.

STEM

In 2018, we added STEM (science, technology,
engineering, and math) education to the Starfire
Academy. Why STEM? STEM education provides
the skills that make students more employable
and ready to participate in our region’s vibrant
economy.

Washington state ranks number one in the nation
for STEM jobs, but our students are being left
behind. The achievement gap in the communities
that Starfire serves is wide.

By providing high-quality STEM education, Starfire

aims to help close the opportunity gap and prepare

low-income youth for high paying jobs in the
future.

From the classroom to the pitch, our STEM and
soccer programs are designed to make our
participants as confident joining a robotics or coding
club as they are trying out for the soccer team.
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>65%

of youth do not
mee’r the state
standard for math*

*data is based on information from the Washington Office
of the Superintendent of Public Instruction




“I want to ensure my child is set up to succeed.
| would love my child to get excited about math
and science.”

Jo Angela Holifield
Starfire Academy Parent



“Kids need confidence and inspiration. This allows
many kids to see themselves in a career they
didn’t view themselves or members of their family

in before. In STEM there is
room for everyone.”

Robert Steele
Senior Robotics Mentor
FIRST Washington



“Starfire gave me the skill and confidence |
needed to be a better player and a better student.”

Alejandro Hernandez
Starfire Academy Youth



Starfire is the heart and soul of soccer in the Pacific Northwest and
our first programs were centered around our high-quality soccer

facilities. The world of youth soccer often divides children based
on their families’ financial means. While middle-class and wealthy +
families can afford sports gear, league fees, and travel costs, many

low-income and refugee families cannot, leaving their kids on the

sidelines. At Starfire, inclusivity is at the core of our mission, and we LA N G UAG Es
ensure that every child can participate without financial barriers.

Soccer is the most popular sport on the planet and has historically

united diverse communities around a shared passion.

The top five most diverse school districts in the
state of Washington are in the South King County
communities served by Starfire. Long a haven for
immigrants and refugees escaping some of the
world’s most challenging conflicts, the local school
districts educate students who speak over 100
different languages in their homes. Leveraging
soccer, the world’s global language, newcomers can
plug into a safe and welcoming space where, not
only do they have the chance to play soccer, but
they also find community and build friendships.



OUR
IMPACT

STEM
PROGRAM

Every year, students participate in our STEM classes
during the school year and our camps during the
summer. Of the nearly 100 students who enrolled
in our STEM programs in 2023, 23% participated at
no cost.

Our STEM program impact on pre-K to 5th grade
students who participated in the program in 2023:
(graphic)

SOCCER
PROGRAM

Every year over 1000 children aged two to twelve
participate in our Soccer Academy. We welcome
children of all abilities, with curricula that teach
basic skills and concepts to beginners and offer
advanced players a chance to explore the technical
and situational aspects of the game.

In addition to the training offered at the soccer
academy, Starfire serves the community with year-
round competitive soccer programs. In 2023, over
15,000 youth on 1,050 youth teams participated

in various leagues, tournaments, and jamborees.
Notably, Starfire provides 17% of our charitable
partner teams with free or discounted
tournament fees.
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PARTNER IMPACT

Since 2019 Starfire has supported Dragons FC, a soccer club in South Seattle’s Beacon Hill neighborhood.
Dragons FC'’s players are primarily first-generation youth from Latin America and Africa and 98% of the
youth aged 7-17 who play on the Dragons are economically disadvantaged. To date, Starfire has invested
$1.034 million in field time, league, and tournament event fees for the Dragon’s FC club.

98%

of the youth aged
7-17 who play on
the Dragons are
economically
disadvantaged.

¢+ $1.034 million

invested in field time
and event fees.

“ Starfire is the reason Dragons FC
exists and can continue to exist.
Opportunity and access provided by
Starfire has allowed us to work together
to provide access, fitness, teamwork
opportunity and leadership to many
first-generation youth both on and off
the field. Our journey together with
Starfire to provide fields to over 200
kids & 12 teams currently, includes
opportunities to play at showcases and
leadership opportunities for Dragons
players currently working for Starfire.”

Dragons FC



IN DEVELOPMENT
FOR 2025

As part of our due diligence as we create our 2025 strategic plan, we are actively approaching and
listening to community members and partners who are helping us identify additional programs that we
can implement to increase our impact on youth in our community. In 2025, we will launch new programs
designed to enable them to thrive in school and equip them with the skills employers seek in our region’s
dynamic economy.

“Starfire will increase our community programs and outreach efforts.
We will actively seek the support of local government, philanthropic
organizations, and businesses—because we are confident that by
working together, we can increase opportunities for today’s youth.
Soccer was just the beginning.”

Eric Olmstead
Starfire President and CEQO




HOW WE ARE
FUNDED

Starfire, a 501(c)(3) charitable organization,
operates as a true social enterprise. We use

fees from teams, clubs, and partners that use
our facilities to ensure that our programs are
accessible to all, regardless of their ability to pay.
Our main sources of income are:

social enterprise

noun

an organization that aims to make money in
order to serve a useful social purpose.
(Cambridge dictionary)



2023 AT STARFIRE

All income generated at Starfire is re-invested into our facilities and programs so that we can provide
access to our programs at no charge or discounted fee to low-income youth. Our goal is to grow the
number of youth and families served every year by increasing the number and type of programs we

offer and by diversifying our funding.

“Starfire has provided the opportunity for

our teams to participate in tournaments that
they would not have been able to afford.
Without soccer, many of these kids would have
no positive environment to learn and grow.
[Starfire] gives them hope and helps them set
and achieve goals.”

South Tacoma United

52,000+

youth participants in programs
sponsored by Starfire and our partners

1.3 million

visits fo our campus



KEY NONPROFIT
PARTNERSHIPS

Starfire would not be successful without partnering closely with the organizations who are also
serving youth in our community:



OUR PARTNERS &
SUPPORTERS



To learn more about Starfire, contact:

Eric Olmstead, President and CEO
eric@starfiresports.com| 425.922.0534

Starfire
14800 Starfire Way
Tukwila, WA 98188

206.431.3232



